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2DMC 801 Theology of Ministry
Lecture Outline

John M. Frame
The Doctrine of God

Introduction: Who is God?


1.  Holy (Ex. 3)


2. Absolute Personality



Unique to biblical religion. 


3. Lord
I.
The Comprehensiveness of God’s Covenant Lordship.


A. 
Centrality of Lordship in Scripture: "Lord," (Yahweh. Adonai, Kurios) is the basic covenant name of God, Ex. 3:13-15,6:1-8; cf. John 8:59, Rom. 14:9.

1.
Use in confessions of faith: Deut. 6:4ff; cf. Rom. 10:9, I Cor. 12:3, Phil. 2:11.

2.
God performs his mighty acts "that they might know that I am the Lord," Ex. 14: 18, I Kings 8:43, Ps. 9: 10, etc.

3.
"I am Lord, I am he," Isa. 41:4,43:10-13, etc.


 B. 
Lordship is a covenantal concept.

1.
"Covenant": relation between the Lord and a people whom he has sovereignly consecrated to himself. He rules over them by the sanctions of his law and fulfills in and through them the purposes of his grace.

2.
Lordship is a relation. Where you have a Lord, you have servants, i.e. a people over whom the Lord rules. "Lord" names God as head of the covenant relationship. The centrality of lordship implies the centrality of covenant, and vice versa.


C. 
The Attributes of Lordship
The following three concepts seem to be particularly prominent in biblical descriptions of divine Lordship. Learn them well, for they define a basic conceptual scheme which will be invoked frequently in all of my courses.

1.
Control (kingly office )

a.
Though God's lordship is a covenant relation, his existence precedes the covenant, and his power brings the covenant servant (with the whole world') into existence, Isa. 41:4,43:10-13,44:6, 48:12f. The covenant, therefore, is not a relation of mutual dependence, even though "Lord" denotes a relation. The Lord is in control, and the servant is dependent upon him.

b. 
Emphasis on divine control within the covenant structure: Ex. 3:8,20, 14 (cf 33:19,34:6, Vos, Biblical Theology, 129-134), Ex. 20:2.

2.
Authority (prophetic office) (=right to be obeyed, ability to impose obligations): Ex. 3:13-18,20:2, Lev. 18:2-5,30, 19:37, Deut. 6:4-9, Luke 6:46ff.

a. 
He cannot be questioned, Rom 4:18-20, Heb. II, Job 40:1f, Rom. 9:20.

b. 
His covenant transcends all other loyalties, Ex. 20:3, Deut. 6:4f, Matt. 8: 19-22, 10:34-38, Phil. 3:8.

c. 
His authority covers all areas of life, Ex.-Deut., I Cor. 10:31, Rom. 14:23, II Cor. 10:5, Col. 3:17,23.

3.
Presence, or Covenant Solidarity (priestly office)

a. 
"I will be with you," Gen. 26:3,28:15,31:3,46:4, Ex. 3:12,93:14, Deut. 31:6,8 23, Judges 6:16, Jer. 31:33. Isa. 7:14, I Cor. 3:16ff, John 17:25, Matt. 28:20, Rev.21:22.

b. 
The nearness of the covenant Lord, Jer. 31:33, Deut. 4:7,30:11-14, Rom. 10:6-8, Lev. 10:3, Ps. 148:14, Eph. 2:17, Jonah 2:7, Col. 1:27.

c. 
Involvement with people in blessing and cursing (notice how this seems almost to = "lordship" (Yahweh) in the passages cited), Ex. 3:7-14,6:1-8,20:5,7, 10, Ps. 35:13f, Isa. 26:4-8, Hos. 12:4-9, 13:4ff, Mal. 3:6, John 8:31-59.

d. 
Each attribute presupposes the other two. Each presents the whole idea of Lordship from a different "perspective."

i. 
Control involves authority, for God controls even the structure of truth and rightness.

ii. 
Control involves presence, for God's power is so pervasive it brings us face to face with him in every experience.

iii. 
Authority involves control, for God's commands presuppose his full ability to bless obedience and curse disobedience.

iv. 
Authority involves presence, for God's commands are clearly revealed.

v. 
Presence involves control, for nothing in heaven and earth can keep us from God or God from us (John 10, Rom. 8).

vi. 
Presence involves authority , for the presence of God is always a presence in the word, Deut. 30: 11 ff.

1. Summary: In the Reformed faith, the sovereignty of God involves not only God's control, but also his authority and covenantal presence. It involves authority: the Reformed faith is much more interested in being Scriptural than in achieving consistency with an abstract idea of divine control. It involves presence: one of the most precious things in reformed literature is the emphasis on living coram deo, living every moment in the presence of God, confronted by him in every fact, in every event, in every person. Because of this covenantal lordship, all of life must be brought under God's dominion (I Cor. 10:31, etc.) Nothing is neutral, nothing may be left as is. (Calvin's slogan: "My heart I give thee, promptly and sincerely.")

It is, then, the comprehensiveness of God's covenant Lordship which is most precious to Reformed people. Salvation is not merely a way of escaping divine Judgment, but a reorientation of all of life, and, ultimately, of all human society, of the earth itself.

Covenant Lordship as a Theological Model for Understanding the Doctrine of God

Cf. Frame, Doctrine of God (Phillipsburg: P&R, 2002).

I. The Lord

A. Control-- King

B. Authority-- Prophet

C. Presence—Priest

II. Transcendence and Immanence

A. Transcendence 

1. kingship = control +authority

2. Not primarily a distance from us, a “beyondness.”

3. Does not compromise his immanence or knowability.

B. Immanence = covenant presence

1. God with us, Immanuel

2. Important for worship.

III. God’s Acts

A. Miracle: his Lordship in particular events.

B. Providence: his Lordship over the whole course of nature and history.

C. Creation: his Lordship at the origin of the world.

D. Decrees: his Lordship in planning the course of nature and history. 

IV. Authoritative Descriptions of God

A. Names

B. Images (gender question)

C. Attributes: God’s Lordship over different aspects of creation.

1. Love

2. Knowledge

3. Power

a. Omnipotence, will, etc.

b. Eternity: God’s Lordship over time

c. Immensity: God’s Lordship over space

d. Incorporeality: God’s Lordship over the material and visible.

V. The Trinity

A. Father, authority, prophet

B. Son, control, king

C. Spirit, presence, priest

D. But other alignments possible. Circumincessio. 

The Word of God

Introduction:

1. Acts 6:4: “And (we) will give our attention to prayer and the ministry 
of the Word.”

2. I will focus on the Word as God’s authority, power, and presence. 

2. Scotty will show how the authority, power, and presence of the Word can be seen in the practice of ministry and how to saturate a ministry with prayer. 

3. Important also to understand ministry of the Word as ministry of the Gospel, so that the Gospel pervades every aspect of ministry. 

SUMMARY: DOCTRINE OF THE WORD OF GOD

Lordship Attribute


Control

Authority
Presence

I.  Concept



Powerful
Meaningful
Self-expression

II.  Creation-function


Decree

Address

Presence

III.  Media



Events

Words

Persons

IV.  Message



History

Law

Sanctions

V.  Response



Belief

Obedience
Participation

VI.-VIII. “Attributes”


Power

Authority
Clarity

IX.  Necessity (of VI-VIII)



X.   Sufficient (of VI-VIII)


Cf. “Naming” (I, C, 3)

Control

Characterize
Locate


“Perspectives”


Situational
Normative
Existential
I. The Concept of the Word of God: The Word is God's personal word, his powerful, meaningful, self-expression. 

A. The personal word: a thought experiment. 


B. No place for objections, autonomous thought. 


C. The uniqueness of this concept in modern theology. 


D. The Lordship Attributes



1. Power, Ps. 33:3-6, 148:5-8, Isa. 55:11, Rom. 1:16. 



2. Authority




a. Governs the whole course of redemptive history.

b. Gen. 1:28-30, 2:16, 6:22, 7:5, 9, 12:1-3, John 6:68, 12:48-50, 14:15, 2 Tim. 3:15-17, 2 Pet. 1:19-21. 
c. Authority and Inerrancy


a. Recall the thought experiment. 


b. Error comes from deceit or ignorance. 


c. Not the same as precision. Common language. 



3. Presence

a. God present with the word, Gen. 1 :2, Ps. 33:6, Isa. 34:16,59:21, John 6:63, I Thes. 1:5, II Thes. 2:2, II Tim. 3:16, II Pet. 1:21, Acts 2: 1-4, John 16:13.

b. All God’s acts performed by speech: divine plan, creation, providence, judgment, grace. 

c. The speech of God has divine attributes: righteousness (Ps. 119:7), faithfulness (Ps. 119:86), wonderfulness (119: 129), uprightness (119: 137), purity (119: 140), truth (119:142) (c£ John 17: 17), eternity (11989, 160), omnipotence (Gen. 18:14, Luke 1:37, Isa. 55:11), perfection (Ps. 19:7ff).

d. The word of God is an object of worship, Ps. 119: 120, 161 f, 34:3, 9:2, 68:4, 138:2,56:4, 10, Isa. 66:5.

e. The word is God, John 1:1 (cf. Rev. 19:13, I John 1:1-3, Heb. 1:1-3)
 (1) 
Christ is the creative word of Genesis 1.

 (2) 
Christ is God, and so is the creative word.

       (3) John 1:1, therefore, correlated God, Christ, creative word as equally divine.

II. Forms of the Word

A. Events (Natural Revelation) (Ps. 19, Rom. 1


B. Words


1. The Divine Voice



2. Prophets and Apostles



3. The Written Word




a. The Covenant Document




b. Written Prophecy




c. The NT View of the Old




d. The New Testament




e. No lessening of authority


C. Persons



1. Theophany, Christ, and the Spirit



2. The Human Constitution

3. Apostles, I Cor. 4:16, 11:1, Phil.3:17, IThes.1:6, 2:6, II Thes. 3:7-9, Heb. 13:7.

                      4. Pastors and Teachers, I Thes. 1:7, I Tim. 3:1-7, 4:12, Tit. 1:5-9, 2:7, I Pet. 5:3. 

5. The Word on the Believer’s Heart
a. God's name is placed upon his people; Gen. 17:5, Num. 

6:21, Deut. 12:5, etc. (cf. above, A, 2,8), I Sam. 12:22, 

Isa. 43:1,7, 45:3f, 62:2, Amos 9:12, Matt. 28:19f, Rev. 

2:17,22:4.
b. The Word is written on their heart: Deut. 6:6, Prov. 3:3,7:3, Ps. 119:11, Ezek.

11:19[, 18:31,36:26,37:23,27, Isa.ll:9, 51:7,54:13, Hab. 2:14, Ps. 37:31,40:8,

Jer. 24:7,32:40, John 6:45, II Cor. 3:2f, I Thes. 4:9, Heb. 8:8-12, I John 2:27, Jer. 31 :31-34 key text.

c. "Revelation " as the knowledge of God given to all 

believers: Matt. 11 :25, Eph. 1: 17, Isa. 53:1, John 3:3, Rom. 1:17, II Cor. 4:6, Eph. 5:8, Phil. 3:15, Gal. 1:15f, Isa. 54:13, I John 2:27.
III. The Sufficiency of Scripture, sola Scriptura

A. Place of Scripture among the perspectives.


B. Our knowledge of Scripture foundational, but interdependent. 


C. Sufficiency of Scripture in the Covenant



1. The Covenant Document as the supreme law. 



2. The inscriptional curse, Deut. 4:2, 12:32; cf. Prov. 30:6, Rev. 

22:18-19. 



3. The finality of Christ, Heb. 1:1-3, 2:1-4; 1 Pet. 1:2ff. 
4. Making the word void by tradition, Deut 18, I Kings 13, Isa. 29:13, Matt. 15:1-10, Gal. 1:8f, II Thes. 2:2.




a. Good and bad senses of “tradition.” 




b. Roman Catholic, Charismatic, Protestant.



5. Does not exclude the use of extra-biblical revelation.



6. Does not exclude the need of the Holy Spirit’s illumination. 



7. Does not exclude the need for uninspired teachers or church 

Tradition (in the good sense). “The preaching of the word is 

the word.” 

D. Will there be new revelation?


1. General revelation, yes. 



2. God’s writing the word on our heart, yes. 



3. Revelation at the return of Christ, yes. 



4. Redemptive covenant revelation, no. 



5. Talking points in discussions with charismatics. 

The Knowledge of God

I. Knowing God

A. God’s knowability (John 17:3, Rom. 1:21)


B.  God’s incomprehensibility (Isa. 55:8-9). 


1. We do not know God as he knows himself.



2. We do not know him exhaustively. 

II. Knowing God in Unbelief (Rom. 1:21)

A. Personal knowledge


B. Propositional and ethical content (verses 19-20, 32)


C. Repression (verses 18, 21, 23, 25)


D. Results



1. Idolatry (23)



2. Sexual sin (24-27)



3. All other sins (28-32) The “debased mind.” 
III. Knowing God Through Christ (Matt. 11:27, John 17:3, 1 Cor. 2:9-15, 1 John 5:20). 


A. Knowing About God’s Lordship



1. Ex. 14:18, 33:11-34:9, 1 Kings 8:43, 1 Chron. 28:6-9. 



2. Control, authority, presence


B. Knowing Subject to God’s Lordship 



1. Under God’s control, Matt. 11:25-27. 



2. Under God’s authority: Knowledge and obedience



a. Knowledge of God produces obedience, John 17:26. 




b. Obedience to God leads to knowledge, John 7:17.

c. Obedience is knowledge, and vice versa, Jer. 22:16, Hos. 6:6. 

d. Obedience is the criterion of knowledge, John 14:15, 21, 23f.

e. Knowledge must be sought in an obedient way, 1 Cor. 1-2. 

IV. Knowing God and His Creation

A. Persons, Skills, Propositions

B. Propositional Knowledge: Justified, True Belief. 


C. Subject, Object, Norm. 

D. Justification of Knowledge



1. Normative Perspective




a. Everything is normative.




b. The place of Scripture. 




c. Circularity



2. Situational Perspective




a. Facts and evidence.




b. The place of Scripture. 



3. Existential Perspective




a. Knowledge is a subjective process. 




b. Intellect, will, emotions. 




c. Cognitive rest. 

The Nature of Theology

I. The Idea of a Theology of Ministry

A. Is theology the enemy of ministry?

1. The “Ivory Tower” vs. the streets.

2. The theologian as the perpetual critic.

3. Mutual suspicions. 

4. Tensions in my own life: academic gifts, practical interests. 

B. If theology is to be effective as a standard for ministry, we must also have a concept of theology that is oriented toward ministry. 

1. Theology, after all, is part of ministry: a ministry of the Word of God. 

2. Theology arises in the ministry of the church, as converts and younger believers ask questions. 

3. I will argue that theology should be defined as nothing more or less than the application of the Word of God to all areas of human life.
II. The Definition of Theology


A. No single “right definition.” 

B. Schleiermacher: “accounts of the Christian religious affections set forth in speech.”

C. Hodge: “the exhibition of the facts of Scripture in their proper order and relation, with the principles or general truths involved in the facts themselves, and which pervade and harmonize the whole.”


1. Focus on the objective, perhaps to escape the subjective emphasis of Schleiermacher.

2. Science as model. 


3. “Proper order and relation”—different from the order of Scripture itself? 


4. Doesn’t answer the question of why we need theology in addition to Scripture. 

D. Frame’s suggestion


1. Human subjectivity is not the exclusive source of theology, as Schleiermacher thought. 


2. But there is a subjective dimension to it, as to all knowledge. 


3. “The application of Scripture, by persons, to all areas of life.” 



a. Scripture itself provides for teachers and preachers for this 

purpose. Note the NT concepts didasko, didache, didaskalia. 


b. Shows why we need theology in addition to Scripture. 

c. Maintains objective basis in sola Scriptura, despite emphasis on 

subjectivity. 

d. Application and meaning. 


i. Not finding objective truth; Scripture has already done this.

ii. Answering people’s questions about the text. 

iii. So not necessarily abstract and technical. Includes translation, editing, publication, preaching, teaching (at all levels of age and interest), scholarship. 

iv. So relevance to ministry assured. 


E. Traditional Theological Programs



1. Exegetical theology: application of individual passages.



2. Biblical theology: application of redemptive history.



3. Systematic theology: application of the whole Bible. 


a. Historical theology: studying the past theology of the church for the sake of its present and future. 


b. Practical theology: applying what Scripture teaches about the communication of the word of God. 



4. Perspectivally related: you can’t do one without all of them. 

The Structure of Theology
I. Doctrine of God (see earlier)
II. Doctrine of the Word of God (see earlier)

III. Man

A. The Image of God



1. Physical



2. Official



3. Ethical


B. The Human Task (Cultural Mandate, Gen. 1:28-30), emphasizing 

procreation


1. Having children



2. Spreading out over the whole earth

3. Bringing out the potential of the earth to God’s glory and to meet their own needs.


C. Sin



1. Inherited guilt (normative)

2. Inherited corruption (existential)

3. Inherited misery (situational)

IV. Jesus Christ


A. Deity and Humanity

B. Covenant Lord, so that he bears all the control, authority, and presence of Yahweh. 

C. Offices


1. Prophet (normative)


2. Priest (existential)




a. atonement




b. intercession


3. King (situational)
V. The Holy Spirit

A. Deity and personality


B. Baptism in the Spirit


C. Filling of the Spirit


D. Fruits of the Spirit


E. Gifts of the Spirit

VI. Individual Salvation (“ordo salutis”)


A. Justification (normative)


B. Regeneration-Sanctification (existential)


C. Adoption (situational)

Ethics

I. Ethics and God’s Lordship

A. How God Governs Our Ethical Life: his control, authority, presence


B. Our appropriate response: trust, obey, worship

C. The theological virtues: faith, hope, love


D. Necessary and sufficient criteria of good works: faith, obedience, the 

glory of God.


E. Biblical reasons to do good works



1. The history of redemption (Ex. 20:1ff, Col. 3:1ff)



2. The authority of God’s commands (Matt. 5:19)



3. The presence of the Spirit (Gal. 5:16-17). 


F. Types of Christian Ethics: command, narrative, virtue. 


G. What really matters



1. Keeping the commandments, 1 Cor. 7:19



2. Faith working through love, Gal. 5:6



3. A new creation, Gal. 6:15. 


H. Factors in ethical judgment: the situation, God’s word, the agent. 


I. Perspectives on ethics: 



1. Situational: how can we change the situation?



2. Normative: what does God’s word say?



3. Existential: how do I need to be changed? 



4. Interdependence


J. Example: Abortion as an ethical syllogism. 

II. Non-Christian Ethics


1. Existential


2. Teleological-Utilitarian


3. Deontological


4. These tend to reduce ethics to one perspective.


5. But they cannot do just to any of them. 
The Church and the Ministry

I. The Church


A. The people of God in all ages.


B. Visible and invisible


C. Local, Regional, Universal


D. Images


E. Attributes: one, holy, catholic, apostolic.


F. Marks

1. Word (normative), Sacraments (existential), Discipline (situational)

2. Love (existential), Worship (normative), Great Commission 

(situational)


G. Task, Mission (Matt. 28:19ff)



1. Jesus’ blessing, presence (existential)



2. Filling the earth with Jesus’ disciples (situational)



3. Teaching them to obey (normative)


H. Specific Functions



1. Worship



2. Nurture



3. Witness

II. The Ministry


A. Christ ministers through his people



1. Prophet: preaching and teaching



2. Priest: worship, intercession, mercy



3. King: rule, organization.

B. Offices of the Church



1. General and special



2. Special officers




a. Teaching Elders--prophetic




b. Ruling Elders--kingly




c. Deacons—priestly



3. Interdependence

III. The Personal Qualities of the Theologian-Pastor (DKG, 319-346).

A. The Personalism of Theology

1. Theology is the expression and articulation of a person’s deepest convictions, his presuppositions. Therefore it is inevitable that in his work the theologian shares himself with his readers at a level of some intimacy. 

2. Qualifications for ministry are largely qualities of character (1 Tim. 3:1ff, 1 Pet. 5:1ff).

3. Our presuppositions arise, not from intellect alone, but from everything within us: reason, emotion, will, etc. (below).

4. These presuppositions influence our reading of Scripture, by which we hope to validate our presuppositions. 

a. In that sense, theology has a circular or spiral relation to Scripture. 

b. Without the work of the Spirit to illumine and purify, the spiral moves downward. 

5. Knowledge of God is primarily knowledge of a person, so not closely analogous to science.

a. God takes the initiative.

b. Personal categories predominate. (Ramsey’s illustration of titles (“the crown,” “the accused,”) melting away to endearments.)

6. Insofar as theology aims at persuasion, rather than mere proof, it has a personal goal. 

7. If theology is application, it is application by a person to the needs of himself and other persons.

B. Knowledge of God is a heart-knowledge, Ex. 35:5, 1 Sam. 2:1, 2 Sam. 7:3, Matt. 5:8, 12:34, 22:37, Eph. 1:18, etc.

1. So inseparable from godly character.

a. Faith, John 11:40.

b. Love, 1 Cor. 8:1ff, 1 John 4:8

c. Obedience, Jer. 22:16

d. God reveals his best secrets to those who love him best.

e. Teaching is both by word and example (above). 

f. Sins of theologians

(i) Taking the views of others in the worst possible sense.

(ii) Writing as if your own view is the only alternative to an objectionable view. 

(iii) Criticizing others without considering the arguments for their position. 

(iv) Overestimating or underestimating the importance of the issues under debate. 

(v) Not doing what can be done to achieve reconciliation with those we criticize. 

2. Not limited to one “faculty,” but through the whole person.  

a. Reason

(i) To say that our thinking should be rational (in the normative sense) is simply to say that we are thinking in sound ways. 

(ii) No reason to think that reason is a “faculty” separate from and contending with other faculties like will, perception, imagination, emotion. 

(A) For these other faculties, soundly employed, also lead us to truth.

(B) And reason is dependent on these other faculties. 

(1) Using sound methods is a voluntary choice, so a matter of will. 

(2) The logical arguments of reason depend often on premises derived from perception.

(3) Reason depends on imagination to consider possible solutions to its problems.

(4) Reason depends on emotions which provide data for judgments. 

(5) Cognitive rest: reason has completed its task when our emotions sense its completion. 

b. Perception and experience 

(i) Not sharply different from reasoning. Processes by which we reach judgments. 

(ii) Not always perfectly correct, but neither is reason. 

(iii) Important to knowledge of Christ in Scripture, 1 John 1:1-4. 

(iv) The experience of a mature believer carries authority. “More than conquerors.”

c. Emotion

(i) Scripture says nothing about “the emotions” as a category, but much about particular emotions: joys, sorrows, anxieties, fears, gladness. 

(ii) Redemption doesn’t make us more or less emotional, but leads us to consecrate our emotions to the Lord. (Contra Greek philosophy.)

(iii) Emotions and thinking: example of writing a book review. 

(iv) Emotions and knowledge: cognitive rest. 

(v) Emotion as a perspective on all knowledge. 

(vi) Emotion and theology

(A) Much of the content of theology is emotion, Rom. 11:33-36, Psms. 

(B) So to apply Scripture is to apply its emotional content. 

(vii) God calls us to cultivate godly emotions, hard as that may appear. 

d. Imagination

(i) Considers things that are not: the past, the future, possibilities.

(ii) Helps us develop models, teaching devices, illustrations.

(iii) Must be subject to correction by Scripture. 

e. Will

(i) Choices and knowledge are mutually dependent. Our choices are (or should be) based on knowledge, and we have knowledge when we choose to believe what is true. 

(ii) Also involved in perception and emotion. 

Theological Education

I. Qualifications for Ministry, 1 Tim. 3:1-13, Tit. 1:5-9


A. Character: modeling


B. Skills: preaching, teaching, problem solving, rebuking


C. Knowledge: of gospel, Scripture, God, people

II. Negatively

A. No biblical basis for requiring liberal arts training, though this is valuable in some situations. 

B. Level of theological knowledge should be geared to the kind of ministry. 

III. Models of Theological Education

A. Apprenticeship: Good on character, skills, less on knowledge.


B. University: inadequate in all three respects.

C. Seminary: Good on knowledge, some skills; weak in character development

IV. Frame’s Proposal


A. A teaching community, associated with a church. 


B. Observation of actual competence in ministry. 


C. Evaluation of spiritual gifts, character development. 


D. Teaching knowledge through local teachers supplemented by distance 

education. 

V. Teaching the Theologians


A. Problem: nowhere to study theology (in Frame’s definition) at the 

doctoral level.


1. Secularization and liberalization of theology.



2. Dominance of history, philosophy, secular biblical studies. 


B. Principle: only the church is competent to accredit theological 

education. 


C. So the church ought to set up a program to prepare gifted members to 

teach theology at the highest level. 

Worship
A. Definition: acknowledging the greatness of our covenant Lord. 

1. In his being.

2. In his works.

B. Worship must be Scriptural

1. Scriptural authority

2. Scriptural sufficiency: “the regulative principle.”

a. Everything we do in worship must have biblical warrant. 

b. Problems with the traditional view of the regulative principle.

(i) No list of “elements” for every form of worship.

A. Synagogue

B. Family worship, civic worship, etc.

C. The NT church. Baptism, preaching, etc.

(ii) Theory of “circumstances” unbiblically complicated. 

c. The regulative principle does not justify a traditionalist approach to worship; to the contrary. 

3. Scripturality of content

a. Gospel focus

b. Celebration of resurrection

c. Use of biblical passages.

C. Worship must be God-centered

1. His presence among us 

a. Our worship leader, Psm. 22, Rom. 15:8ff

b. reverence and awe, Heb. 12:28.

c. Present in grace, in Christ, in the Spirit

d. Boldness to enter the holiest.

2. God and the worshiper

a. Is the use of “I” narcissistic? It’s found 73 times in Psm. 18.

b. Reflecting on our own needs does not detract from God-centeredness. God wants to meet those needs as we worship him. See D, below. 

c. In worship, we cast our care on him, so our worship is God-centered. 

3. God’s presence and simple worship: a thought-experiment. 

D. Worship must be edifying, 1 Cor. 14:5, 12, 17, 19, 26.

1. Vertical and horizontal.

2. Everything we do should be edifying.

a. Godly language, Eph. 4:29.

b. Love as the mark of believers, John 13:34-35.

c. The Great Commission as the task of the church, Matt. 28:18-20. 

3. We should not be preoccupied with God to the exclusion of any concern for our fellow-worshipers: Isa. 1:10-17, 1 Cor. 11:17-34, James 2:1-7.

4. Worship should reveal the presence of the Lord even to unbelieving visitors, 1 Cor. 14:25. So worship has an evangelistic aspect. 

5. The importance of communication, including musical communication. 

6. Nurturing the young (vs. Marva Dawn).

